CHAPTER XLIV

SHAHU TAKES MIRAJ; THE DEATH OF BAJIRAO
AND THE SUCCESSION OF HIS SON BALAJI

A. D   1789 TO 1740

THE reason why Captain Gordon did not find Shahu at
Satara was a curious one. The successes of the king's
generals wore the pride of the Maratha nation. Never-
theless much as they applauded the royal victories, the
peasantry and burgesses could not help whispering to each
othei', that in Shivaji's time his battles had been won by
his own valour and skill and not by the generalship of his
subordinates. Shahu had abundance of courage, but he
disliked the fatigues of a campaign. In this view he was
encouraged by his flatterers, who repeated to him that a
king, so great as he was, could only take the field, if
opposed in person by the emperor of Delhi. At last,
however, the murmurs of the commonalty reached the
royal ears and the king decided that he would cast aside
his faded laurels and deck himself with fresh ones. The
town of Miraj had from Aurangzib's time held a Moghul
garrison. It lay in the heart of the Maratha country and
is now the capital of the Chitpavan chief of Miraj. It
was easy for the Marathas to attack it and difficult for
the Nizam to defend it. The king, therefore, resolved to
take it and by this achievement convince his people that
the burden of administration alone prevented him from
emulating his grandfather's renown on the battlefield.
The Miraj campaign, however, resembled a royal procession
rather than a military expedition. The daily inarch rarely
exceeded four miles*. The royal tents wore almost as
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